SPEECH  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS
it was not always held. According to its votaries,
Britain is a land of promise, Britain alone has
the true faith. All die outer world lies in the
shadow of darkness, unless they admit Holland
with its 5 per cent, tariff as a kind of Samaria.
But, for the rest, we and we alone are the for-
tunate people. We and we alone are the Chosen
Land. Manchester is the Holy City, and
Deansgate is a Via Sacra, and I suppose the
Temple is to be found in St. Anne's Square.
They copy ancient precedents in all but one
thing, and that is this : Whereas the worship
of the God of Israel did not demand human
sacrifice, the worship of the god of Cobden
does. Now I would ask the Government
how long they are going to adhere to this
theory ? They are not bound to it by their
own principles ; they are not bound to it by
the practice of their Labour friends overseas.
There is nothing in Collectivism that lends itself
to free imports, and if we can imagine that the
means of production in whole or in part were
taken into the hands of the State, I am certain
that the Government would have to see that the
produce of the State had the same reasonable
protection that we demand for it now. They
are not justified by the practice, as I see it, of
any of their Labour friends abroad. Is the
Labour Party in Australia in favour of free
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